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UM TO SPRAY ON MOUNT SENTINEL THIS WEEK
MISSOULA—
University of Montana employees will begin applying herbicides this week on Mount
Sentinel to combat infestations of knapweed, Dalmatian toadflax and leafy spurge.
Spraying could begin as early as Thursday, May 18, said Marilyn Marler, UM natural
areas weed manager.
Using backpacks and possibly a string of mules, UM workers will spray Tordon 22k, a
herbicide that affects broad-leaved plants.
Controlling invasive weeds is both a legal requirement for UM and an important part of
grassland restoration on Mount Sentinel, Marler said.
During May and June hikers should pay attention to the bright yellow signs posted at
the trailheads to stay informed about the timing o f spraying. No weed spraying takes place on
weekends.
In general, herbicide applications are spot treatments on small patches of individual
plants, but those patches and plants are scattered all around the mountain. Sprayed areas will
appear blue for several days after herbicide application because of a dye added to the tank mix.
Some of the areas to be sprayed have been dominated by weeds for so long that the
native plant community is very degraded, Marler said. In some of those degraded areas, the
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non-native, weedy plant cheatgrass has been the first grass to respond to a variety of annual
weed-control measures, including release of insects that eat weeds, pulling weeds and
revegetation with native plants.
The desired grasses on Mount Sentinel are native perennial bunchgrasses, such as
bluebunch wheatgrass and Idaho fescue. In many areas of the mountain, UM and community
volunteers will spread seeds of native bunchgrasses this fall.
“It is not an adequate goal to go out and spray weeds year after year,” Marler said.
“Our goal is to bring the prairie back, ensuring habitat for all the animal species that depend
on our open spaces. Spraying weeds is just one of several tools that we use in prairie
restoration.”
UM and the Montana Native Plant Society are co-hosting Mount Sentinel weed pulls
May 23, June 6 and June 20. Community members who would like to volunteer to help should
meet at 6:30 p.m. at the M Trail on those dates.
For other opportunities to get involved with volunteer stewardship on Mount Sentinel,
call Marler at (406) 243-6642, e-mail her at marilyn.marler@mso.umt.edu or go online to
http:/ / prairiekeepers.dbs.um t.edu.
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